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CERTIFICATION IN MOOC DESIGN 

 
1. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 
This certificate course will describe the fundamentals of Massive Open Online Courses. The certificate will involve four modules 

dealing with MOOC design, development, implementation, and marketing. Participants will be given one week to complete each 

module. During their module completion, participants will be given MOOC space of their very own on which to build their MOOCs. 

 

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

1. Participants will demonstrate an awareness of the basic principles of MOOC Design by drafting a storyboard for their 

own MOOC. 

2. Participants will demonstrate an understanding of what is entailed on the development of a MOOC by actually 

developing one on the servers of Edvance360.com. Edvance360.com is making its servers available for free to any 

institution that wants to build and launch a MOOC. 

3. Participants will demonstrate an understanding of what is entailed in the implementation of their MOOC by responding 

to case studies of successful (and not so successful MOOCs) in preparation for the launch of their own MOOC. 

4. Participants will demonstrate a capacity for marketing their MOOC to their primary constituents by gathering the data 

for those constituents and preparing advertisements for distribution through various social media inhabited by their 

target audiences. 

 

3. MODULES 
 

Module 1: MOOC Design 

Activities: Fundamentals of topic selection and storyboarding. 

 

Module 2: MOOC Development 

Activities: Fundamentals of content modulation, discussion prompt creation, and quiz design on Edvance360.com. 

 

Module 3: MOOC Implementation 

Activity: Fundamentals of actually running a MOOC from the day it opens to the day it closes, including methods of 

engagement, of ensuring retention, of tracking student progress, of identifying and addressing trouble areas, etc. 

 

Module 4: MOOC Marketing 

Activity: Fundamentals of marketing the MOOC through various social media to identify and attract your primary 

constituents. 
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4. SELECT READINGS AND RESOURCES: 
 

 Various articles from Educause’s Library. http://www.educause.edu/library/massive-open-online-course-mooc 

 Mahfood, Sebastian. (to be published June, 2014.) “What, me MOOC?” InTrust. Link to be provided. 

 Mahfood, Sebastian. (February 15, 2014.) “MOOCS in (Cyber)Space.”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vl-4sqMO-Vc  

 Mahfood, Sebastian, and Nicole Iovine. (February 28, 2013.) “Testing the Online Waters: MOOCs Decoded.” One-hour 

recorded webinar available at http://youtu.be/77nGDAhSQcY. 

 Mahfood, Sebastian, Nicole Iovine, and Jason Braun. (January 30, 2013.) “Holy Apostles – Setting a Trend for Catholic 
Schools.” http://catholicstand.com/holy-apostles-setting-a-trend-for-catholic-schools/ 

 Waldrop, M. Mitchell, and Nature Magazine. (March 13, 2013.) “Massive Open Online Courses, aka MOOCs, Transform 

Higher Education and Science.” Scientific American. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=massive-open-  

online-courses-transform-higher-education-and-science&WT.mc_id=SA_WR_20130320 
 

5. EVALUATION 

 

 There are four modules to the course; one point can be earned for completion of each module. Students will be evaluated 

on their successful completion of the course assignments in order to receive certification in MOOC design from the Catholic 
Distance Learning Network through the Seminary Department of the National Catholic Educational Association. 

 
6. ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 

Avoiding Plagiarism 

In its broadest sense, plagiarism is using someone else's work or ideas, presented or claimed as your own. At this stage in your academic 

career, you should be fully conscious of what it means to plagiarize. This is an inherently unethical activity because it entails the 

uncredited use of someone else's expression of ideas for another's personal advancement; that is, it entails the use of a person merely     

as a means to another person’s ends. 

 

Participants: 
 

 Should identify the title, author, page number/webpage address, and publication date of works when directly 

quoting small portions of texts, articles, interviews, or websites. 

 Students should not copy more than two paragraphs from any source as a major component of papers or 

projects. 

 Should appropriately identify the source of information when paraphrasing (restating) ideas from texts, 

interviews, articles, or websites. 

 

 

7. ABOUT YOUR PROFESSOR 
 

 
Dr. Sebastian Mahfood, OP  

 

 

Dr. Sebastian Mahfood, OP, is a Lay Dominican of the Chapter of the Holy Rosary in 

the Province of St. Albert the Great. Dr. Mahfood holds a master’s in comparative 

literature from the University of Texas at Arlington, a master’s in philosophy and a 

master’s in theology from Holy Apostles College & Seminary, a master’s in educational 

technology from Webster University and a doctorate in postcolonial literature and 

theory from Saint Louis University. He is currently almost mid-way through the MBA 

program at Webster University. He began designing MOOCs in the summer of 2012. 

 

Dr. Mahfood, who is also Vice-President of Administration and associate professor of 

interdisciplinary studies at Holy Apostles College & Seminary, lives in St. Louis, MO, 

with his wife, Dr. Stephanie Mahfood, and two children, Alexander and Eva Ruth. 

 

 
 

 
This Massive Open Online Course is hosted on the servers of Edvance360. 

ATTENDANCE 
Registrants can move through the course at their own pace but will be permitted to complete their MOOCs by July 25, 2014. 
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